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PECG strongly 
supports efforts 

this year to 
generate new, 

ongoing revenue 
to repair and 
maintain our 

crumbling state 
highways

and bridges.

The Transportation Infrastructure Crisis

While California has done well to approve new funding for water and school projects in recent years, 
our transportation infrastructure crisis has not been effectively addressed. PECG strongly supports 
efforts this year to generate new, ongoing revenue to repair and maintain our crumbling state 
highways and bridges and local streets and roads.  

Investment in our transportation infrastructure is long overdue. There is a $59 billion backlog in 
needed repairs on the 50,000 lane miles in the state highway system. Over 25% of California’s 
12,000 bridges show significant deterioration and need to be repaired or replaced. If we don’t repair 
our failing highway and bridge infrastructure now, it is estimated that it will cost 8 times more to 
rehabilitate or replace them later.  

Simply, adequate transportation funding is needed now to protect the system, create thousands 
of good-paying jobs, reduce congestion, help preserve the environment and greatly improve the 
quality of life for every Californian.    

Additional funding must be spent wisely. PECG has strongly opposed any effort to expand the 
outsourcing of engineering work at Caltrans and allow state highway projects to be constructed 
without on-site state inspectors. Such proposals have proven to waste millions of taxpayer dollars 
and threaten public safety.  

PECG looks forward to working with the Legislature and the Administration to provide new, ongoing 
funding to maintain our essential state highway infrastructure without wasting taxpayer money on 
overpriced outsourcing. 

Spending Tax Dollars Efficiently and Effectively

 
Stop Outsourcing State Engineering Jobs at Twice the Cost.  Caltrans currently wastes $100 
million each year by awarding no-bid contracts to outsource nearly 1,000 engineering positions 
to consultants at twice the cost of using state engineers to perform the work. Other state 
departments and agencies also continue to reduce or limit state engineering positions while 
outsourcing.  As a result, the state wastes millions of taxpayer dollars that would be better 
spent on improving highways, water facilities, schools, hospitals and other critical infrastructure.

Public Inspection Protects Public Safety.  Construction inspection by public servants helps 
ensure the safety of California’s critical infrastructure projects.  PECG is committed to ensuring 
that inspection is performed by inspectors employed by and loyal to the public. On-site 
construction inspection ensures that construction and seismic standards are met, that projects 
meet safety requirements and that the materials used will stand the test of time. 
  
Public-Private Partnerships (P3) Should Protect Public Safety and Interest.  If our state is 
to consider reauthorizing P3s, common sense public interest protections must be built into the 
legislation.  Construction inspection and other key functions must be performed by public 
agency employees to protect the public interest, a cost-benefit analysis should be performed 
prior to awarding a P3 contract, non-compete and similar clauses must be forbidden, and 
existing transportation revenues must not be used to make availability or other payments to 
private concessionaires.  California cannot afford any more P3 disasters.
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Engineering California’s Future
Designing Projects for Today . . . and Generations to Come.

PECG  
The Professional Engineers in California Government (PECG) provides representation on employment and professional 
issues for 13,000 state-employed engineers, architects, engineering geologists, landscape architects, land surveyors, and 
related professionals.

PECG MEMBERS — COST-EFFECTIVE, TIMELY, QUALITY ENGINEERING AND RELATED SERVICES 
PECG members design and inspect California’s infrastructure, improve air and water quality, and develop clean energy 
and green technology – for today and generations to come.
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