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PECG Orange County Section Monthly
Meetings

We are continuing to have our Section’s Monthly Board Meetings on
either the 2" Tuesday or Wednesday of every month. Alternatively,
meetings will be scheduled based on the availability of Board
Members. Section meetings will be held in hybrid, online, and in-
person formats.

PECG Orange County Section COVID-19

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, most staff continue to telework
since late March 2020. However, OC Section members started a
hybrid system that required 2-days in-person schedules. The in-
office schedules are based on and arranged by their supervisors
and the service needs.

OC Section Media Sub-Committee

The OC Section Media Sub-Committee, which was recently
established, distributed our first section Quarterly Newsletter in
September 2021 to the OC Section members and will be continuing
with this publication.

The Media Sub-Committee is currently operating under the
Recruitment Committee. The Media Sub-Committee is responsible
for sending the OC Section Newsletter to members each quarter to
report what’s going on with State budgets, hiring, pensions, and
our section’s internal affairs. It is also working with Recruitment
Committee on a retention letter to prevent the loss of future
members within the OC sSection, and its next goal is to increase its
at-large membership.
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PECG Orange County Section’s Recruitment Committee

Back in August 2024, PECG Staff Blake Towle and Sean Fenner coordinated with Orange County Section
Recruitment Committee for an online Non-Member Outreach Training session. This training consisted of
reviewing materials, standard of process/procedure, and determination of strategizing on our continued effort to
recruit non-members. It was a very informative, constructive meeting. Big thanks to PECG Staff (Blake and Sean)
for coordination.

OC Section also has recruited its Delegates to be involved with reaching out and recruiting new members in the past
few months. As of the results, between September 2024 and November 2024, the OC Section proudly added 10
new PECG members (out of 13 new hires). Kudos to the Section Recruitment team.

The OC Section has also continued pledging to implement, not mandate, an incentive for new members, where
the $50 “recruitment bonus” awarded to PECG members for signing up a new member goes instead to the newly
joined member as a “welcome gift.”

As of the end of November 2024, according to the Member/Non-Member roster, the OC Section is still going strong
to hold the unchanged percentile of its members as follows:

2024 Hire 2024 Hire 2024 Hire | 2024 Hire Total Total Section [ Section
Members Non- Total Conversion Section Section Total Member
Members Rate Members | Non- %
Members
38 21 59 64% 524 113 637 82%
Or:

2024 New Hire Non-Members

2024 New Hire Members
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Annual OC Section Induction Luncheon

The OC Section held the Section Induction Luncheon for its Board Members on Wednesday, October 30, 2024, at
the Tustin Ranch Golf Club in Tustin, Orange County, for the year term 2024-2025. Our distinguished guests
included, but were not limited to, PECG Corp President-Elect Ferdinand De La Cruz, PECG Bargaining Committee
Member Joya Gilster-Nava, PECG Science & Engineering Fair Committee Chair Scott Hongkham, and Labor
Relations staff from the PECG Pasadena Office,Jesse Rodriquez and Dawn Grosodonia.

The OC Section Board Members were honored to be sworn in by PECG President-Elect, Ferdinand De La Cruz.

OC Section Board Officers Installation (2024-2025): In-coming Section President Tran Dang invites Sectlon Offlcers to the stage.

From left to right: Amir Baum, Ryan Lapham, Anh Tran, Barjesh Sharma, Jonathan Lawhead, Stacy Sor, Tran Dang, Arvin Cuevas,
Oscar Huerta, Anh Nghiem, Calvin Wong, Chris Koo, Bibars Katao and Larry Ngo. (Not in picture: Jared Lindo and Hussein Kalakech).
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OC Section Board Officers Installation (2024-2025): PECG President-Elect Ferdinand De La Cruz reads the Section Officer Oath of
Office while Section Officers recite it.

From left to right:
Not appedred in picture, far left (Amir Baum, Ryan Lapham), Anh Tran, Barjesh Sharma (Secretary), Jonathan Lawhead (VP

Supervisory), Stacy Sor (VP Member At-Large), Tran Dang (President), Arvin Cuevas (Treasurer), Oscar Huerta (Director), Anh
Nghiem (VP R&F), Calvin Wong, Chris Koo, Bibars Katao and Larry Ngo. Off camera: Jared Lindo (President- Elect) and Delegate
Hussein Kalakech).

About 120 members attended the Induction Luncheon.
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One of the most important comments from Joya Gilster-Nava, PECG Bargain Team Committee, was her reminder
and encouragement that s all members complete the bargaining survey, which is expected to be sent out between
January 2025 and April 2025.

Section STEM committee

The Orange County Science and Engineering Fair (OCSEF) is an annual event organized to encourage the youth of
our county to learn about science and to consider a career in science or engineering. Orange County PECG
annually sponsors $1000 in scholarships to the top-ranking exhibitors at the OCSEF. The OCSEF is open to 6th -
12th grade students attending public or private schools in Orange County. The Mission of the Orange County
Science and Engineering Fair, a non-profit organization, is to foster scientific literacy and critical thinking skills for
all students throughout Orange County by providing equal opportunities in Science, Technology, Engineering, and
Mathematics (STEM) education, culminating in the Annual Orange County Science and Engineering Fair and the
STEAM Showcase.

Image above from “Tsunami Resistance”
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There are thousands of participants each year and every year. Orange County PECG reviews all the OCSEF projects
and selects the top four as award recipients. This year’s first place winner was Shamaa Nabeel with the project
“Protecting Buildings During Earthquakes” from Canyon View Elementary.

The second-place recipient was Jaxon Tram with the project “Tsunami Resistance” from McPherson Magnet.
The third-place recipient was Danielle Fottler with the project “Shiver Me Lego” from McPherson Magnet. The
fourth- place recipient was Lauren Bennett with the project “Deflection in 3D Printed Beams.” PECG strives to
support our communities, advancing our youth and promoting education.

Image above from “Deflection in 3D Printed Beams”
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